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CIE and its start-ups are 

prospering  

01 Alpha:  

9 00 days of CIE operations and 200 business concepts later we are at last 
proud to present you our spring newsletter filled with exciting information and 
achievements from CIE and its start-up teams. A lot has changed but most 
things are just like they used to be: 
 
Run CIE as a start-up, from entrepreneurs for entrepreneurs 
Helping teams focus on customer demand  
Inspiring the founders to think smart, big and international 
Providing an integrated full-service at any stage of a business idea  
 

CIE has become a brand on our campus but also on a national and, in parts, 
an international scale. Students, doctorates, scientists and alumni from a  
variety of backgrounds are a part of the CIE foundersô family. Our personal 
venture experience, enriched by hundreds of start-ups we have seen through-
out the years, and our partnersô experience allow us to give a profound and 
diverse service to founders via conversations, workshops and network 
events.  
 
The CIE project has the task to foster the entrepreneurial mindset/culture at 
KIT, bringing many active start-ups with high potential to light. I guess we 
could say ómission accomplishedô with all the entrepreneurial energy you can 
feel on campus. But stop, that mission can never really be accomplished. For 
years to come our start-ups have to prove themselves. This new venture cul-
ture is challenged by the established traditional German  

 
 
 
 
 
 
and academic culture. In addition, the constant need for input and support 
from entrepreneurs willing to dedicate their time for something which is not 
theirs. Overcoming these challenges is what CIE fosters ï  
the CIE founder  and family spirit. 

[Christian Schwarzkopf] 

CENTER FOR INNOVATION & ENTREPRENEURSHIP (CIE) 
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03 Facts & Events 

 

CIE Facts: 
 
§ 204 Start-up concepts 
§ 50 founded companies 
§ > 7 mill. ú Venture Capital collected 
§ 4 people, 5 assistants 
 
§ Youngest CIE founder: 21, oldest: 54 
§ Earliest business meeting: 6:13 am 
     Latest business meeting: 11:30 pm 
     Latest telco: 2:30 am 
§ shortest period CIE was closed: 0.5 hrs. 
casino in Vegas  is closed: 1 hrs. p. day 

§ Total sausage count after 
      20 ñGr¿nderGrillenò: > 2,000  
§ Latest VC deal April 2011: 150k. ú pre-rev. 
 
Schwarzkopfôs & Lagerpuschôs  
information counter:  
 
§ Received CIE emails kept: 29.543 
§ Phone time: 94 days 11:23 hrs. 
§ # introduction ñThe CIE is aéò: feels like 
10,000 times;  

§ # regrets for doing this job: 0 
 
Some upcoming events in Q2 2011: 
 
§ 21. ñGr¿nderGrillenò: May 25th 
§ SAP ThinkTank Seminar: May ïJuly  
§ Entrepreneurship Seminar: May ïDec 
§ EU Top Entrepreneurs series June 29th  
      ... 
Check more out on our website and facebook: 
www.cie-kit.de and www.facebook.com/ciekit 

02 Conthon Dynamics 

 

W 
 e are Conthon Dynamics, a start-up 
from Karlsruhe, Germany. We devel-
op flexible and innovative hardware 
solutions in service robotics. Our 

technology consists of a modular construction kit 
whose modules can be combined into complex 
and high performance robotic systems. The mod-
ules represent the basic functions of a robot.  
 
Together modules can perform the most amazing 
tasks. We would like to transfer principles from 
biology to robotics. Our modules will be specially 
connected and equipped with a cutting-edge tech-
nology to ensure great co-
ordination. Our different 
modules have a wide range 
of activity and are connect-
ed through our sophisticat-
ed interfaces. Thus, our 
customers can reproduce 
almost any configuration for 
a service robot.  
 
Service robots represent 
one of the fastest growing 
markets of our century. 
Market analysts are con-
vinced that the robot will 
become what the car and 
the computer are today: a 
mass product of daily life. 
Robots in commercial service applications support 
production and business processes, assist the el-
derly and disabled, perform tasks in hazardous 
environments or do cleaning and other  

 
 
 

 
 
 
repetitive work. The household will be conquered 
by personal service robots, which serve as  
butlers, entertainment toys and in other 
services.  
At Conthon Dynamics, we offer a product that en-
ables our customers to think new ideas and accel-
erate their R&D in robotics. If your company or 
institution is interested in developing robots, we 
can help you with our knowledge and modular 
hardware, just visit us on www.conthon.com 

 
[Matthias Hºlzlein] 


